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District responds to flash flooding
in Los Alamos

by Eric Fino
Project Manager

Corps of Engineers’ contractor personnel re-
move debris from a road embankment in Los
Alamos.

Photo by Eric Fino

The District responded with emergency repair
work after a flash flood hit Los Alamos July 2, damaging
the North Road embankment and rupturing a sewer line in
Pueblo Canyon.

The storm event was determined by the BAER
Team to be a 25-year storm event. Los Alamos County
reported that the Diamond Drive culvert project completed
in May 2000 by the District performed as designed and
provided relief to water overtopping the road embankment.
During the rain event, the 86” culvert flowed full and
ponded approximately  37-feet of water on the Diamond

Drive embankment for a short period.
The County of Los Alamos Utilities department

worked on Independence Day bridging a 2,000-foot section
of broken sewer line in Pueblo Canyon.  Mike Guerin,
James McAdoo, and Eric Fino were on site the next day
providing the County with preliminary designs for emer-
gency repairs to a 160-foot section of damaged sewer line.
Mike Guerin of the General Engineering Section provided
the County with plan drawings on July 9. The County is in
the process of awarding a contract to complete this work.

The flash flooding also caused the North Road em-
bankment to overtop after culverts plugged with debris and
sediment caused by the Cerro Grande Fire in May 2000.  North
Road is a fill bridge in Pueblo Canyon about 50 feet in height.
On July 13 the Albquerque District was asked by the County
of Los Alamos to provide emergency construction repairs to
North Road.  The emergency repair  work for the North Road
Embankment includes debris removal, excavation, random
fill, pipe extension, wire-wrapped riprap, sidewalk, asphalt
pavement and striping, and guardrail to stabilize and re-open
North Road to traffic and provide protection to utilities in the
roadway.  Alan CDeBaca and Fino visited the site with AJAC
Enterprises (IDC Contractor) and discussed possible solu-
tions for the repairs.  The Albuquerque District awarded a
construction contract 4 days later for the repair of North
Road.  The project began July 23 and will be completed in
approximately two months.o

New Mexico has new seat belt laws
by Jim Jaffe

Safety Manager

As of July 1, the State of New
Mexico has new seat belt laws in
effect.  The new laws require all
passengers in a vehicle, both front and
back seats, to wear seat belts.
Additionally, infants have to be in an
approved carrier that faces toward the
rear and smaller children (under 40
pounds) have to be in approved seats.

There is supposed to be a
grace period about enforcement of
these new laws, but the best way not
to get stopped is to ensure that all
passengers are wearing seat belts.
Failure to wear a seatbelt is probable
cause for a police officer to stop and
cite you. The rumor that you must be
stopped for some other traffic

violation is just that - a rumor.
The policy that the federal

government has had for the last 25
years is that all passengers must wear
seat belts.o


